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How does the setting know if
children need extra help and
what should I do if | think my
child may have special
educational needs?

Provision for children with SEND at Meadowcroft Community Primary School is a whole
school responsibility. In addition to the governing body, the Headteacher, Mrs Jacky
Underwood and the SENCo , Mrs Gabriella May, all other members of staff have
important day-to-day responsibilities. All teachers are teachers of children with SEND.
We track the progress of all our learners and regularly discuss any concerns as well as
celebrating achievements.

Assessments are made on entry and half-termly/termly throughout the school year, to
measure the children’s progress against age related expectations.

Teachers monitor and check progress levels and report to parents of SEN children
formally via termly Send Suppport Arrangement plans. Meetings with parents/carers are
at least annually but also made at other times as the need arises.

Parents/carers are encouraged to raise any worries/concerns they have with their child’s
class teacher or learning assistant, the SENCo or the Head Teacher.

Where appropriate we may ask the advice of outside agencies e.g., Speech and Language
service.

How will the early years
setting/school staff support my
child?

We provide high quality teaching and learning experiences for all children.

We create differentiated learning activities based on the needs of the children in our
classes, taking account of their interests.

Where additional needs have been identified, through consultation with parents and
ongoing assessment, we provide additional support and interventions intended to help
children make the best progress they can — see ‘Wave 2 Provision’ document on our
website.

Children who have a special educational need or a disability, may benefit from
interventions which are specifically tailored to their needs. Such interventions may be
offered on an individual basis or be delivered to a group of children — this is especially
helpful to avoid isolating children with SEND from their peers. Often interventions are
specifically recommended by other professionals such as an Occupational Therapist,
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Speech and Language Therapist, or Specialist Teacher of Inclusive Practice (STiP) and
delivered in school by our staff, but with their guidance and support

Any additional support and/or interventions are discussed with parents and closely
monitored to ensure they are having the required impact on the child’s learning and
achievement. If they are not having the desired impact, interventions and support will be
adjusted or replaced. Our SENCo advises on this aspect and shares this information with
the school governors. Parents will be supported with additional activities for home, if
appropriate.

How will the curriculum be
matched to my child’s needs?

Prior assessment is undertaken to identify needs and learning is matched to specific
needs.

We follow a graduated cycle of planning, teaching, assessing and reviewing. Learning
activities are matched to the needs of the children in the class and adjusted during the
course of a term/week or lesson if necessary, in response to assessment for learning,
monitoring, marking and observation. Achievement levels are closely tracked, and targets
set to address misconceptions, close gaps or address needs.

Information from assessments and advice from outside agencies (e.g. Speech and
Language Therapy or the Learning and Language Support Service) are also used to tailor
the curriculum for individual children.

How will both you and | know
how my child is doing and how
will you help me to support my
child’s learning?
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Parents/carers are always welcome to share with us any concerns they may have about
their children.

We regularly share feedback on progress made with pupils and their families, through:
Day to day conversations, information and letters

SEN Support Review / EHCP Annual Reviews

Written reports

Parent’s evenings

Face to face meetings with the SENCo, Class Teacher to discuss individual provision plans
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Parents/carers of children with additional needs will also have meetings with the class
teacher and/or the SENCo to discuss the programme of support in place for their child
and to report back on the impact it has had on progress made. Sometimes outside
agencies will be involved in providing advice and support to school about a particular
child’s needs. Parents/carers may be invited to meet these professionals.

What support will there be for my
child’s overall well-being?

We aim to support and develop the whole child, not just their academic learning — this is
reflected in the school values — Respect, Friendship, Truthfulness and Perseverance.
Children are expected to show respect to everyone, treat others with kindness and seek
support if they or others cannot sort out a problem alone.

We have a School Council made up of representatives from each class, whose role is to
inform the other children and represent their views.

All staff members are trained in basic first aid and some are trained to support more
individual medical needs, according to care plans.

We have a clear and consistently applied system for managing positive learning
behaviour.

There are weekly PSHE lessons and regular circle times in each class.

Some children may need additional pastoral/emotional support. We offer a range of
social/emotional support, including ELSA (emotional literacy support), tailored individual
support plans and Zones of Regulation.

The children’s mental health and wellbeing is closely monitored, any concerns reported in
accordance with school policy, raised with parents and, if necessary, with the Head
Teacher/SENCo.

Our Headteacher monitors attendance closely and works with families to encourage
improved attendance rates and address underlying issues.

What specialist services and
expertise are available at or
accessed by the school?

All our teaching staff are fully qualified and receive regular training through staff
meetings and courses, as well as coaching and mentoring in their current roles.
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Our learning assistants receive regular training and include Higher Level Teaching
Assistants.

We have good links with and regularly access the following services:
Speech and Language Therapy-

Language and Learning Support Advisory Teacher (LLS/STIPS)
Behaviour Support,

Traveller Education,

Mindworks — Social Emotional Wellbeing

ASD Outreach Service (Freemantles)

Requests for support (previously called referrals) to Mindworks (The
Children and Young People’s Emotional and Wellbeing Service)

What training are the staff
supporting children and young
people with SEND had or having?

The SENDCo regularly accesses relevant training

We have weekly staff meetings dedicated to professional development and training, to
ensure our provision for all children is regularly updated and well delivered. The topics of
our staff inset programme are linked to the areas for development in our School
Development Plan.

Our learning assistants undertake training which is relevant to their role within the
school. Sometimes this means training to deliver specific interventions, or to improve
their understanding of particular special educational needs.

Our appraisal system identifies any additional support which teachers and learning
assistants may benefit from and courses, coaching and or mentoring are arranged, as
appropriate to their current role and personal development.

How will my child be included in
activities outside the classroom,
including school trips?

All classes take part in trips away from the school premises and these are planned to be
suitable for all children

Risk assessments are routinely carried out before a trip can take place to ensure any
special safety measures needed are put into place
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e We always provide a good ratio of adults to children (in-line with Health and Safety
guidelines) If a child needs 1-1 supervision, this is arranged.

e Children with additional needs, will receive additional support such as Social Stories to
support inclusion and equity.

How accessible is the school e The school is currently undertaking a substantial rebuild. As a result, any accessibility
environment? issues are considered on an individual basis and can be overcome with the use of mobile
equipment.

e In all other respects, we endeavour to ensure that everyone can be included in all
activities, regardless of any different physical, language or sensory needs. We adjust the
curriculum, resources, equipment, and environment to facilitate this. We consider the
needs of those with disabilities whenever any alterations are made to the school
environment. If necessary, to meet the needs of a pupil coming in to school, we would
apply for local authority support to adapt the school environment.

e We have an accessibility plan that identifies our strengths and our short, medium and
long term targets to improve accessibility

How will the school prepare and e Our Early Years team oversee the provision in our Reception class,

support my child to join the e We have a well-established induction process, including visits to the school and parents’

school? meetings with our Early Years Lead/Reception teacher and a gradual build-up to full time
attendance (if appropriate) in Reception Class, in accordance with government guidelines.

e Children joining the school in other years will be able to visit the school before starting
full-time and have a buddy assigned to them to help them settle in.

How are the school’s resources e When children are not making expected progress, as evidenced by ongoing assessment,
allocated and matched to provision is put in place according to the child’s need. This provision comes from funding
children’s special educational designated for that purpose — from Pupil Premium funding (funding that comes into
needs? school, based on the numbers of children eligible for free school meals, from service

families or who are “looked after”, or from Special Educational Needs and Disability
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funding. This funding pays in part for additional learning assistants, specific intervention
programs and a range of additional support. The impact that our use of the funding has
on children’s achievement and well-being is tracked through the scrutiny of termly
assessment data.

How is the decision made about
what type and how much support
my child will receive?

Support is allocated to children on the basis of their level of need and our understanding
(often with advice from outside agencies) of the type of intervention which will be most
effective. See information on Wave 1, Quality first teaching for all (Universal Offer which
includes Ordinarily Available provision) Wave 2 and Wave 3 provision on the school’s
website.

Parents are involved in the discussion to agree the appropriate type and level of support.
Suggestions which parents make about provision or requests for assessments are
carefully considered.

How are parents involved in the
school? How can | be involved?

Parents and carers are welcomed into the school. In particular, they attend special
assemblies, exhibitions, performances and open days.

Our ‘Friends’ (PTA) meets half-termly to discuss whole school development.

Many parents volunteer to help in the classroom.

Our Governing Body includes Parent Governors.

Who can | contact for further
information?

In the first instance, parents/carers are encouraged to talk to their child’s class teacher.
Further information and support can be obtained from the school’s Head Teacher, Mrs
Jacky Underwood, the SENCo, Mrs Gabriella May or Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Katie
Griggs




